THE LULL BEFORE THE STORM
of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, and the Opposition
redoubled its attack. Fox and Burke threatened the
impeachment of Germain and Sandwich, while Pitt
demanded a clear statement of the Government's policy
in face of this disaster, and declared himself in favour
of an immediate termination of hostilities. By this time,
too. Great Britain was at war not only with the United
States, but also with France, Spain, and Holland, and it
was only the blunders of her enemies that had prevented
actual invasion. For a few weeks the ministry, in spite
of falling majorities, struggled on, but in the middle of
March 1782 North resigned.
To contemporaries it appeared as if the monarch
could not fail to be himself humiliated by the fall of a
minister who was so essentially his own creature, but
those who took this view overlooked the shrewdness of
George III where political tactics were concerned. After
long negotiations an administration was formed of men
with so little in common as the Marquess of Rockingham,
who led the armies of the declining Whig oligarchy,
Lord Shelburne, the old comrade-in-arms of Chatham,
and Charles James Fox. This meant that the differences
between ministers were so considerable that the King
was able to play one member of the Cabinet off against
another. The Government only lasted four months, for
it broke up on the death of the Prime Minister in July,
but in the interval it gave Home Rule to Ireland and
abolished a number of sinecures at home. The Whigs
would have liked to see the Duke of Portland succeed
Rockingham, but the King would not hear of it: so
Shelburne became Prime Minister, with Pitt, aged
twenty-three, as Chancellor of the Exchequer.
For the next two decades Pitt and Fox faced one
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